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EOENIABR (FiELEKHMES: S
SEA—MWEN) . EXEME, X1 e

skt lo Bl T o5 e o Ferming e Cloba!
M= EELERH, BE—PTIEEXR Undoubtedly, the subject seems somewhat
I mEREIREEZNNEBFAANS broad, both in terms of its temporality and
v N spatiality, it is a very grand proposition. | am
y be [ =] t
SRELU RS ERRNITIER, HE attempting to incorporate the perspective of

BEASKRNETRREM— 1 AE. communication studies into the discussion
on globalization and locality issues, hoping to
contribute an idea to today's disussion.
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SKHUPERR—MEZTNTEEE, BE
Wiy, BEEA—MERN, HETEFEN
EKHtE, SRR, (S0
FARRIMED XA EZRNDT, BE

FNAR, FSICHREERER, BEWF My report today is merely a path of thought
K2kt B EHERNSIEFIERE? aimed at exploring what kind of global and

local realities are created if viruses regarded
as media. How do these differ from the

movement of goods, the flow of information,
and the migration of people, which serve as
ties of global connection? The virus connects
the world and what experiences and futures
will they bring to the global and the local?




Main outline

e 1. WBHUMAEA—METZIWEIXHIT

e How does the virus function as a medium influencing the global and the local?

¢ 2. FBHUMAHEISEMRIEESIXHIGAIZEH

e The virus has created an opportunity to re-understand the global and the local.

3. RmEHIET EENEXHIA

e What kind of global and local has the virus created?
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1. wmSUEERA—MRT I BRI

How does the virus function as a medium influencing the global
and the local?
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the connections of globalization stem from
humanity's desire for interaction and
curiosity about unknown realms, intertwined
with the competition for resources. The

trajectory of great movements throughout the

SEGRERRBF AR ZERNBEHRA long span of human history vividly illustrates

MFFF L, SANFTENRSEEZEATS that while globalization may be a
B%XZE. EKBHAXFBEAR, XEliEe contemporary concept, the actuality of

globalization is not.

SiaMAYHEE: 2BEEFE— 1NHAHNEE, In human history, interconnectedness was
BELHETHAZ, EAXFSh, (5 establish_ed long ago, ac_c:ompanied by wa!'s,

trade, diseases, and military etc, though it

kT, B5. EHHNESFITH, AXKEBER wasn't as apparent or as straightforward as it
WEEE—R, RESEYTEREINNE seems today. But the connections forged by
' this movement have never ceased, with the

EMES, ERXMRDEMUINEERNRE Silk Road perhaps serving as the best
B, 24932 BT ERIFAYIE, evidence.




MR HIFRNOBE, "FAREEIEIMN

"WFHRE ' (Goods) XESARERIR As Professor Morley (2020) said, “ pay
BEEMIEK (XieRmm, ERIFEEN attention not only to the seemingly desirable
FEENRE. SIFNEHEE) , HEFER contemporary increases in the speed of

16 A R . ' - circulation of "Goods" (be they commodities, or
?BfM%ﬁrfﬂg W;‘F‘E . (Bad?) 7S tourists with valid passports, visas and credit
BEEMNIEK (XieERsmERIEEBER, cards) but also to the speed of circulation of
BEMEHASHNEEFEMIE, MiXLesEs ‘Bads’ (whether drugs or illegal migrants , often

4= o = A = smuggled in the sealed container boxes which
fﬁE;EﬁféE;%EﬂE:ﬁﬁ%i)_ . TR, have become the standard medium of global
AMIBRSESEKEENZSRAIED, trade). Indeed, attention was sometimes drawn to
(BEeEE#FERIBREBRsEFEE R R I iE the potential of high-speed global forms of air
sSEEDGE, th (WhED) BEMEY (UNES) transport to also ‘mobilise’ undesirable

— B organisms (such as viruses) across vast
s nERT AT, distances in a rapid and potentially problematic

manner.'




XEHE, (EEAEFTSEREE,
A, BYLIRRETRSE, 87
TARZERERE, - SRIEERE
TN XRFEHRENEERER, EE
FEEHE (Régis Debray) 15 X—8
—ARRIESFR “fEiE”
(transmission) , BI{EERE X7
ZHFRRZERNIEE, XEE—EYKR
FidHTRRAEREMETE.
FBEENFERERR (Sybille
Kramer) MIBX—IELLE “HBZE ”
(messenger) . BREARTFFUEERING
&, BAS5RBSHESE, RiEd "k
E1" A1ER.

This means that communication is not only the
transmission of symbols; the movement of
people, goods, and vehicles,etc, establishes

connections across different spaces. Professor

David Morley also raised a question about
redefining communication—not only him but also

French scholar Régis Debray referred to this
broader concept as 'transmission,’ which is the
process that occurs before the decoding of
information meanings, and entails the mere
transport process via a certain physical carrier.
German media scholar Sybille Kramer compared
this process to that of a 'messenger.’
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WFwSFKH, BANERBHERIE,

For virus, it is not just about the concrete

M—N" BE "EBIAS— " BE ", process of spreading from one 'host' to another;
MmMBEEEEMBEESR: kIFE, there must be a specific transmission effect:
HE5EE i | HEER, thik finding a host and participating in information

= o ! ' e 'coding,’ creating a disease, that is, 'engraving'
ERHBES "#id" ERENMERER itself into the host's cellular information. The
b, mHRRDIEELLERAHRRET mobility and transmission of viruses are more
BRG], SIEANTE, EE covert and penetrating than traditional means of

. . transportation, including the movement of
BWEFRA, HFASH "REI" MR objects and people, presenting ‘explosive’ effects.
R, Bllt&H “HBE" REGSERE For this reason, 'virus' is used as a metaphor for
IFIWE. MBS EIE e ERE, the effect of the symbolic information
" " = dissemination. Furthermore, virus dissemination

Bﬂﬂﬁr?ﬂ%}ﬁﬁﬂfl Bz_% ?iﬁ’&' can also create panic. ‘Isolation’ is the most
eRSkEs, EERERM, mikiE effective means of interrupting virus

BRI EE . transmission. Panic and isolation directly strike
at mobility, while mobility is the possibility of
globalization.
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2. mstliE T EFEHF 2GRN

The virus has created an opportunity to re-understand the global

and the local.
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AMIPEEXKARBTFEC, ERBEZFE
HiRiGgE. ENMEFHEMRS, "H
2019k, —HMEE LKA Covid-
19 (FEBRES) LA HREIEH =
gy R (EMBAISEFRZRM) %
ET7HMEMNENA. BEEEX—XXKIE
ZHi, BEF—EHNSAKEKE. K
FBAHRNETEROFRHGTE, (BXESF
BREFHLL20FEEST HLAIKED
7i&E. "

Certainly, people have confidence in
globalization, yet scholars have also voiced
skepticism. By the end of 2019, the sweeping
Covid-19 pandemic brought about a
subversive change in this increasingly mobile
world (as we previously knew it). As

Professor Morley said (2020) , ' Even before
that date, there were some emerging critiques
of the overblown encomia to the wonders of
globalisation, networking and mobility which
had dominated much of contemporary
discourse in the first two decades of the
century.’
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- N The expansion of airports, construction of high-
BEE?J'I,?ZUH’:‘IFE, R LR speed railways, and the flourishing global tourism
SRMRBFALAIENSS, EFEEEIHA industry, including the continual growth of
Eri@Z it kK, EakE LK CER multinational corporations, all indicated that
g —FhA SR TBER R YS . BRFhIRZY a9 1L globalizatitorc1I h;l_d bect:_omeﬂine\;itable and tak;en 1{o] g

_ . \ granted, disrupting the strong sense o

REERAE. B2, RERREN rootedness. However, the hidden problems and
IR ESHNER—TFRE, A troubles were suddenly exposed by the spread of
MEEIBRTEERT, RIEAFN the virus. People became homeless in their panic,
s R much like the yachts in Japan that could not dock
FREEZER, RELTEFORE, and remained offshore, carrying people from all
XERBLEZHPA, REEZFEKX over the world who ultimately floated on the
Bzl A" EEFEEREXIEGE, ocean, turning into a giant carrier of the

B "B BAESEES RS virus,becomi_ng t_he '_no-p_lace' state of

globalization in this era.
o
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XBEANEHRBZSEGAIE
Al WAETIRIMATAIZERRA, SiEEX
i, RBIMZRT, IRFELKUY
MEEEE®E, LAKEEEDEERENER
"Mipk”  ERENAEZT, S
POLLAESS, BRFRIERIK “EB" FHEIRY
Mo, BESEZE. AMILARNE
FiInIKRORPTEE, “"HIT" 38406
UEWES, B, TENRASERD
MEAMIBRZIEER,

They also forced people to rethink global and local
issues: the constantly increasing disposable
income, high-speed railway, cheap air travel, the
transnational migrations in search of prosperity,
and the sense of immediacy boosted by instant

communication, all became so fragile under the
impact of the virus. The products that once
‘'smoothly' circulated globally now faced barriers.
People began looking for ways to return home, and
‘place’ suddenly reappeared in their feelings and
thoughts as a secure, solid, and reliable state.
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X B HE T SRR S B E IR0,
BI#ss (bR R IKLAR B EFhAZINAY it
5", BER "MhE" . B EARE
HERESHRR, SKECEREA—H
SEMHMEEE, BFEANSIXKEEIN
o, LCUERRIEE, AXRBBE—1 e
ENERE. BR, ERMYEEKARE
RIER, B NEET7TLEENNTD, =%
=i, A, &R, BB, KATER
FEBEN=AERHE, XJLLlERY
SEATTREF, HEATLUIBAEG
SERAMRNTFRNS —IEEYBEE,

This also creates an opportunity to reinterpret
global and local realms — the weakened global and
the rediscovered 'local,’ and even the 'nearby.’ The
local, as an experiential concept and phenomenon,

‘connects the self, community, and land in one

thread, as well as links locality, specificity,
regionality, and globality." Globalization has always
showed universality and symbiosis. Even when
facing significant global issues, such as health,
humanity is indeed a community with a shared
future. However, in addressing global issues, the
local retains the power to act, or in other words,
the local, the context, the history becomes three
crucial dimensions to contemplate specific
problems. This can avoid the misplaced
expectations of globalization miracles and can
effectively scrutinize the other facets of problems
brought by globalization and mobility.
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PTAARRLED,
{ilf T FEE BRI A REE,

Ut X — |2 5 P,

b5 FUT i HER S

HR, XBEPGEHAR— NIRRT
=, MEEGR. £H5Hr0. TAEFER
Hi=@l, TieRHRK, *E2HKHPEK
BEANEE, ENESNMSEHIERY
HEENZTE., FERXRFEAXRZHE, N
IR EES BTN, 7£
2020F—HEHHXiGiR T EAB, EFR
th “HHE" BENX.

Here, the local is not an abstract concept,

it's specific, vivid, and atmospheric space,

whether a community, a neighborhood, or a
larger county, tangibly linking to the

individual lives. An Oxford anthropology
professor, Xiangbiao,now the director at the
Max Planck Institutes in Germany,
reproposed the meaning of ‘nearby’ in a
Chinese interview program in 2020.
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B HEEHIE T — N EFA RS K
AR : HABIESEKRAED—HM
*E, ANERAMELTHNEX. BF
2EBEMNE, “KIEAMTEIGFRTE R
RIsRZIAIR S BH A —EHMERFNN
BBy, HptiBABRI—mE" . bl
ZNHINNESE, RERERSHNAEZ
T. BSEA—WEN, SRXEMEEE
BN ERRREZZANER, EAW%
SAANENZEANME, FRERE
HME, BENHRERNEE, WL
IXFIAI G ROIERR, XREIAFLIRAYIE
B, WAREENMRRNIER.

The spread of the virus has forged an opportunity to
recognize global and local from new perspectives:
not to regard globalization as a myth anymore but to
rediscover the significance of the local. Yet, caution is
advised as 'the strong local sense constituted by
narrow local experiences isn't necessarily positive or
bright; They also have a darker side,’ such as a
strong xenophobia attitude, which are especially
prevalent under the impact of the virus. The viruses,
as globalized media, has occurred multiple times
throughout human history, they have managed to
reshape and alter the status quo each time before an
outbreak since the viruses primarily change human
concepts, not only about health but also the
understanding of the world, the global and local,
mobility and rootedness, uncertainty and stability.
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3. /™= HE 7 BN XHIA

What kind of global and local have the viruses created?
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MERBEHEXXRT, REEHKEKX

BHHERRELREMECTERNS
IXAEIFEFSREN MR

B, iEAZRBHRLC. 2EEA—

"ERNOERGB" ERXIDARKBRS
ML “HF" , AERSEERN
RHEABT O R S IKCRY “HEss" LA i
FRIFR “|miE” , BREEKNEEE
AENIE A" ZNEE, EERSEK
S, FeEILAEBRNEEY, F6E
HE—TMEHRMARBESHEF? ik

“HhE" BAEFBOEEEYT, iL "ic
5" RZRESHEAF.

What has been deeply engraved in my memory is
the global pandemic of COVID-19, the experiences
from the mega-cities around the world, together
with the 'stress responses’ | saw through the
media when the virus struck various places, are
unforgettable. the globe, seen as an ‘imagined
community', fragmented into countless ‘'localities’
during this human disease, continuously
highlighting the ‘fragility’ of globalization and the
‘fortitude’ of local protection, and have brought
global and local issues back to the ‘human’
dimension. What kind of global and local
approaches would allow for a better life for people
and the creation of a global community with a
shared a community with a shared future? How
can we ensure that those 'nearby’ live a healthy
and beautiful life, and that the 'distant' remains
promising?
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Firstly, we need to establish the resilience of

_ - AT , globalization.
B—. BUSIKMAREIE The fortification of globalization's resilience
HBEWLERANITE, i TEEH serves as a response to the virus's impact
s and provides an opportunity to rethink and
* >
EREESIRCHEN. MARLXH rebuild an ideal version of globalization. One
PItE, XITFPERLANESZ “AXGIE potential approach for building resilience may

HEEF" 2—MHoJselE., be the concept of a ‘community with a shared
future for mankind' proposed by China.
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REMSEFHENLINRPERZIER,

ILAMIRZEESHAREE, BEF
EE@EE, "XTZE, SALS,

PARE" | FIHBRKBEZBIFHE,

PHEERETS, BRAXREFHIAMN
(FEMTFRNTRHFARELTLIE
XIBEEH.

RPN KER, FAR—INMRERS
MEESHN., EFWH, "BXEER
IMNE” , 2IRCRMEFEBEA R
SERBEE, sFNER, BREX
A REEEFRRS. NAEMVEKEES

SEHIE, BRESH—FEREE,

Despite the escalation of geopolitical conflicts,
crises, and Sino-American trade competition
bringing about more uncertainty, there is an old
Chinese saying, 'Everything under heaven, long
united, must divide; long divided, must unite,’
suggesting that conflict and competition are the
norm, and change is natural. However, we need
shared trust and collaboration to withstand shocks
and destruction. Of course, such a vast subject of
globalization cannot be fully covered in a brief
remark; as Laozi said, ‘Governing a large country
is like cooking a small fish.' The reality and trend
of globalization are inevitable paths for the
development of human society. Though there may
be minor fluctuations, the right direction must be
maintained. The pandemic may offer us a chance
to contemplate how to build the resilience of global
communication and cooperation.
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HIR, BuithGRIRIE,

ZEHMMAAAR— N EAZ DR
B, LEREHRTHMIBAER, AT
PAIE2EKRR, BEANEFERSG. X
BN A HARKENEFTHORE, 1B
AJEEERNNtS FE, XBERRHE,
BRI IR FHNRERES, BEER
NI RERERENRE. AT
PEERE, EREPEERSE, XE
ARIFEEIRE), BIGERXMHFEEIXED,
AESERCHHBARAZIRAHIHE
MARHE, MERFEARELIE
MzZBd.

Secondly, we need to establish local roots. The
global and the local are not binary opposites in
spatial concepts, the global consists of
innumerable localities, and while people can
move globally, they live locally. Here, 'local’ is
not just about a narrow concept of home, but
also includes the experience of mobility. The
kind of 'rootedness’ discussed here

emphasizes both a strong connection to a
homeland as well as the deep bonds formed
during brief periods of mobility. People yearn
for stability as they move and safety as they

explore, which is instinctual and has driven the
history of globalization from the time humans
first left Africa.
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BEEA—WET, EMBILASAZ
BRXR, ASHANXER, ASHSR
XK, BEMEZFDNAR. MhHE
MZBFME. RSPEEFTESE
E{Ti#, BIAARARTFERNLKMAE
BEIEE. XRGE—HTHE, AT
MEREH2KXEFENSHIRRE, B
BMFRBEFRIIER: AREHEN
FHEWET, MEZEFRILTFHER
B, EVWHRMARBBHORE.

As media, the viruses re-establishes
relationships between people, between
individuals and places, and between people
and the world at large, as well as redefining
notions of mobility and settlement, nearby
and distant. The global pandemic slows down
what was considered the miraculous pace of

globalization may not be entirely negative;
they can potentially repair various aspects of
globalization and also change our
understanding of the 'local’: it should not be
some discarded steadfastness, but instead,
while deeply rooted locally, establish a sense
of the world and humanity as a whole.
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SXHEMA, BFSE—ITAEKHE (Bads) . EME)
PREREAN, N—TABRSA, KAEERE
S ZAXFZNERRN. BABES, AMIZEL
TRESEKMMGHOEE, XHEIEH TS
FHME, BEZRIMNEHREFSEKMLE, FX
EVER RN Z R LXMAHXER. RSE
A—HiEsr, WikF BRI XRHE,

(BEEFAEANEIkG, X2MESEHEAKN, 2
XS XRAENL, NIFFEESHIE. HiF.
HEnESAE, MR EMBRANEKRE.

Without a doubt, the viruses are Bads. They
transmit from animals to humans and from one
person to many, becoming significant media in

redefining the relationships among different

forms of life. Because of the viruses, people
have established new experiences of the global
and the local, which in turn become a concept
that forces us to reconsider our understanding
of the global and the local, prompting us to take
actions to establish relationships between the
two. The viruses, as media, dissolves the
boundaries of locales and the segmentation of
regions, yet the globalization it brings about is
fragile and tense. The construction of global and
local relationships may require more aspects
that are empathetic, mutually beneficial, and
universally connectable in order to establish a
more idealized order.
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